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As we go to presg Bourke Cockran
.was still a Democrat.

No silver dollars were coined last
fear, for the first time since 1839.

Will the inevitable rescuing party
have to follow Wellman to the north

pole in air ships?

As might have been expected, the
American who is at the head of the
disturbance on the Isle of Flues is a

Kansas man.
e

Cads who were not able to get in¬
vitations to the Longworth-Roosevelt
Wedding took their revenge by invent¬
ing scandalous stories about the
parties.
The Chinese have a larger country

than the United States, and much of it
Is no more thickly populated than our

Far West. Why can they not stay at

liotne and develop their own country?

Mr. Beavers has been added to the
Post Office colony in the penitentiary
.t Moundsville, W. Va. That institu¬
tion has now as remarkable a collec¬
tion of postal experts as cau be found
In the world.

The Russian authorities seem to have
far more success In excluding healthful
literature from their country than in
keeping out dynamite. People have
Oifflculty in getting letters and news¬

papers. but the insurgents none at all
fci bringing in explosives.

In proposing a monument to Capt.
Wirz the Daughters of the Confederacy
have struck the most wicked and ma¬

lignant blow at harmony between the
sections that devilish ingenuity could
devise. Women who would glorify the
crimes for which Wirz was punished
lire beyond the power of words to stig¬
matize.

Senator Elmer J. Burkett, of Ne¬
braska, is doing remarkably well for so

young a man and so new a Senator.
He is constantly in his seat or in com¬

mittee rooms; studies carefully every
question presented, and is as unobtru¬
sive as the older Senators think a

youngster should be, and, therefore, is
making many friends.

Though his personal appearance is
Hot striking and his manner unassum¬

ing to the last degree. Senator W. Mur¬
ray Crane, of Massachusetts, has made
an astonishing headway since he en¬

tered the Senate. He has a cool judg¬
ment. which the older Senators are

learning to seek, and he is very often
called to the White House to consult
upon the legislative program.

With all their monarchy the Ger¬
mans are at heart republican and their
Judiciary maintains a high plane.
Lately the Prussian courts have over¬

ruled the Kaiser by confirming Col.
Oaedke In his title of Colonel upon the
retired list against the Kaiser's order
that he be stricken from the rolls. Col.
Gaedke is a military writer, and his
.harp strictures have grievously offend¬
ed the Kaiser and Court.

Representative Brooks, of Colorado.
>as introduced a bill, which has re-
teived a favorable report from the
Committee on Mines and Mining, to
create the office of Commissioner of
^ilnes and Mining. The bill contem¬
plates the establishment of a new bu¬
reau. having a full equipment of clerks,
etc.. and the additional expense is very
.hocking to the economical ideas of the
Committee on Appropriations.
May 15 has been suggested as the

dale for the close of thin session. With
general "leave to print" this may be
accomplished. The real work of Con¬
gress has been well prepared in the
committee rooms, where all that is
worth while laying has been said by the
men»l>ers of the committees and the
Interested delegations. If Congress will
have the members' speeches printed for
the benefit of their constituents, instead
of taking time to listen to them, the
business can be rapidly closed up.

»

Senator Dillingham would amend the
Immigration laws very materially by
adding to the number of the classes of
excluded aliens. He would bar out, be-
aiuen imbeciles and feeble-minded per¬
sons, all those whom the examining
Burgeon shall pronounce as being men¬
tally or physically defective to such an
extent as to affect their ability to earn
a living; and aliens who have commit¬
ted a felony or who admit belief in the
practice of polygamy are to be exclud¬
es and also women and girls cominghere for immoral purposes.

The special session of the Pennsyl¬
vania Legislature, called to consider
much-needed reforms, has iassed fourbills, which have received the Gover¬
nor's signature. The first compels per¬
sonal registration, and abolishes the
System by which from 50,000 to 80,000
bogus names were kept on the registra¬
tion list of Philadelphia. The second is
a primary election law, which provides
that all the parties shall nominate their
candidates the same day at the same'
polling places. The third provides a !
.ystem by which the State surplus of!
$10,000,000 shall be deposited at inter- j.et In certain banks, and prevents the'
State officials from showing favoritism.'
^The fourth reapportions the Senatorial!
representation aecording to population. |

THE MONUMENT* TO CAPT. WIRE.

There can be nothing elM than a

clear intent to deeply insult the loyal
people of the Nation in the movement
started by the Daughters of the Con¬
federacy to erect a monument to
Capt_ Wirz, of Andersonville infamy.
This is particularly unfortunate at a

time when everyone else is doing his
or her best to allay the animosities and
hatreds engendered by the war. The
action of the Daughters has the look
of devilish malignity. It recalls the
old tales of mythology where the God¬
dess of Discord with her heart canker¬
ing at the sight of the loving harmony
of the other gods and goddesses, con¬

jures her baleful brain for some device
to set them at strife.
The colossal tragedy of Anderson¬

ville, Belle Isle. Salisbury and Llbby is
the one wholly indefensible, inexcusa¬
ble thing in the history of the so-called
Southern Confederacy. There never
can be any palliation for it. The wan¬
tonness of the horror can be in no man¬
ner obscured or diminished. The ut¬
most that can be done is to think of it
as little as possible. This the Daugh-j
ters of the Confederacy are determined
the country shall not do. They come
out to glorify the principal, the one

figure in the war which Is associated
u ith its most pitiable and criminal
Phase, and for which they, as adherents
of the Lost Cause, have most reason to
blush before the civilized world.

For all else that was done in the
name of the Southern Confederacy
there can be some excuse or justifica¬
tion. They can say with reason that
The provisions of the Constitution were
so equivocal that they found warrant
for secession, and for the doing of mili¬
tary acts that would make that seces¬
sion prevail. That they were utterly
wrong in this is emphatically the ver¬

dict of the whole civilized world. Yet
they believed they were right at the
time, and what they did might have
been an honest mistake, though it was
one of colossal calamity, which, had it
been successful, would have wrought
unspeakable detriment to humanity.
There can be no such excuse for their

treatment of the Union prisoners. This
was a display of barbarism worthy of
the most brutal ages of humanity. It
harked back to a time when men were

savages and it was the logical accom¬
paniment. or one might say the result,
of the civilization which approved the
tearing away from their homes In
Africa of shipload after shipload of un¬

happy negroes to bring them to this
country to wear out their lives in un¬

requited toil for their captors and pur¬
chasers.
Men who had sanctioned that

nefarious practice would be capable of
starving to death tens of thousands of
unfortunate Union soldiers in Belle
Isle. Salisbury, Andersonville and Camp
Tyler.
The plea put forward by the Daugh¬

ters that the Government was responsi¬
ble for these horrors because It refused
to exchange prisoners is absurd even
for women to make. The policy of the
Government with regard to exchanges
had absolutely nothing to do with the
case. The Confederates were bound
to treat their prisoners with humanity,
regardless of anything else. We have
seen this illustrated by the heathen
nation Japan, which has received the
world's praise for the kindly generosity
it displayed toward the Russians whom
it captured and without retaliation for
the barbarities well known to have
been practiced upon the Japanese pris¬
oners.
The interruption of the exchange

was caused by the grossest bad faith of
the Southern Confederacy as to the
prisoners paroled at Vicksburg and
Port Hudson, and our Government
stood ready to continue the exchange
whenever the Confederacy gave signs
of abiding by its engagements. But
this, as we have said before, is outside
the real matter. Our Government had
the most absolute right to refuse ex¬

change for any reason, and this did not
give the slightest justification to the
Southern Confederacy for torturing to
death the unfortunate-soldiers who fell
into Its hands.
The prisoners of war were deliber-1

ately starved in a country abounding
in supplies, and where Sherman found
ample food for his great army of 60,-
000 men in his triumphant march to
the sea.

The Daughters also say that Wirz
was made a martyr because he refused
to implicate Jefferson Davis. This i3
quite as absurd as the previous pretext.
The culpability of Jefferson Davis for
the systematic cruelties to the prison¬
ers was completely established without
a»king a single question of Capt. Wirz.
The reports to Jefferson Davis from the
Inspectors sent thither by the Confed¬
erate War Department, furnished all
the proof that was needed for that,
('apt. Wirz was hanged very justly for
cruelties he committed over and above
what his instructions implied. He was
not hanged for the starvation of pris¬
oners. nor for their confinement with¬
out shelter or means of cleanliness in
that awful pen. He was hanged be-
ca-.se in addition to this he had shot
and killed men, had stamped the lives
out of men. and committed other vol¬
untary cruelties that deserved death.
All this is fully established by the evi¬
dence educed upon his trial, and is
open to anyone who chooses to read.
The Daughters of the Confederacy can
not pretend ignorance. They are fully-
aware that the mention of Anderson¬
ville and Capt. Wirz sends the deepest
pang of any memory of the war to in¬
numerable loyal heart*. In this recent
movement they have deliberately
sought a way to wound most cruelly
and lastingly all those who gave their
loved ones to die that the Nation might
live. Above all it is a premeditated,
brutal insult to every relative of the 14 -

000 brave men who passed through the
Kates of torture to the release and rest
of the cemetery at Andersonville.

rhe Annual Convention of the Unit¬
ed Mine Workers of America gave some
support to the good roads movement
by a resolution in favor of letting the
convicts be employed in road building.
The tendency of the public mind seems
to be in the direction of such employ¬
ment, and the sooner it can be matfe
a general policy the better It will be
for the cause of improving our high¬
way*

GRAFT lit TH£ PHILIPPINES.
The most astounding cam of graft In

the Philippine appears to be the work
of the friars. The Roman Catholics all
over the world are aroused to indigna¬
tion by the manner in which the friars
have looted the Church in the Archi¬
pelago. When the Government paid
them some $7,000,000 in compensation
for their property in the Islands, it was

expected that the greater part of this
money would remain in the Archipelago
for the support of religion. Pope Leo
XIII. explicitly and positively promised
Mr. Taft that this should be so. and
instructions were cabled to the Delegate
Apostolic to unfrock the Superiors of
the Orders if they did not turn over to
him the money received, to be held in
trust until the Holy See should make a

final disposition of the money. The
present Pope renewed these instruc¬
tions, but the then Apostolic Delegate
died, and before his successor could be
appointed the friars put the money "out
of reach of Pope or Delegate." The
result is that the Church in the Islands
is in a pitiable condition of poverty,
with hundreds of parishes vacant. The
Western Watchman, of St. Louis, the
leading Roman Catholic paper in the
West, says:

There is not a Catholic In the United
states to-day who would touch a dollar
of the money stolen from the poor
( atholic Filipinos; but the sack of holy
poverty does not refuse it; the long
sleeve of the friar will conceal it."
Father Phelan, who has been inves¬

tigating the matter, says:
"If ever there was 'tainted money' it

was that realized by the monks from
the spoliation of the Philippines. As
the history of that spoliation is written
the more sacrilegious does it appear,
he conduct of the monks has brought

Hofy^See °n» th*lr %<~>r(*ers an<l on the

"As for the faithful, they will insist
on knowing why monks who came into
the ministry on the plea that they did
not want, and would not have money

their vow and place $9,000 -

nA!fti,t?lnted money* above the 12.-
000,000 of souls they left behind, and in

,of ^rig eternally lost, in the
Philippines."
The American Bishops in the Islands

are making urgent cries for priests, but
there is not even money enough to pay
the passage of the young priests in this
country who are eager to go to that
field of labor. The New England Catho¬
lics have recently sent money enough
to England to pay the passage of six or

eight priests to the Archipelago.
DEATH of MfCALL.

John A. McCall, until recently Pres¬
ident of the New York Life Insurance
Company, died Feb. 18, in Lakewood,

. J., whither he had been taken some
weeks ago in hopes of improvement

the breakdown which followed
the revelations of the Investigating
committee. This ends a career that
had much of the highest credit in it
and only failed in the latter part by
reason of acts pronounced indefensi¬
ble. It may be said in mitigation that
Mr. McCall found himself in bad com¬
pany and felt compelled to do as others
were doing. Any measuring up of the
allegations against him will show him
less culpable, probably, than the other
managers of great insurance com¬
panies. The specific act which brought
upon him the severest censure were
unaccounted payments of $235,000 to
Judge Andrew Hamilton. Mr. McCalls
boyhood friend. Undoubtedly a large
portion of this money was used in brib¬
ing legislators and meeting threatened
hostile legislation. McCall promised
that Hamilton would explain what had
been done with the money, but the ex¬
planation which Hamilton sent from
Paris did not explain, and McCall was

competed to make good the amount,
which he did by a mortgage of his fine
Summer home. In addition to the
specific $235,000 that was recovered
there were other payments carrying the
total amount up to $1,164,000. Mr.
McCall was born in Albany, N. Y., in
1*49 of Irish parents, and his father
kept a little grocery store and was a
political boss. Young McCall began as
a clerk and obtained his first training
in insurance as bookkeeper in the Con¬
necticut Life agency at Albany. He
went into the State Insurance Depart¬
ment in 186'J, showed great ability and
industry and was retained by the Re¬
publican Insurance Commissioners, al¬
though he remained a Democrat. He
<Hd good work in the office In straight-

busin °U,t v* Hfe and flre insurance
business In New York, which was in a
bad condition, and stopped many
frauds and illegal practices by his rigid
supervision. He was instrumental in
driving out of business 12 flre com¬
pany an<1 18 life compan,e8 in8l(Je Qf

en y ears- Gov- Grover Cleveland pro¬
moted him to Superintendent of Insur¬
ance and Gov. Hill tried to get him to
accept a reappointment, but he had be¬
come too valuable for that position and
entered the Equitably emr)Ioy at

PresUlenf^ r 1" T. 'aler he b~
President of the New York Life at a

^ary of ,75.000. The Company a"
that time wa., in a bad way. owing lo
the disclosure of many corrupt prac¬
tices, and McCall did a KICat work -

reorganizing the Company and rcstor-
ing confidence in it.

rcstor-

The letter of Justice Rufus W. Peck-
ham, of the New York Supreme Court,
to the Mutual Insurance Company In¬
vestigating Committee, will tend strong¬
ly to improve the situation, by its clear-
cut, definite pronouncement upon the
actualities. Justice Peckham thinks
that Richard A. McCurdy, the ex-Pres-
ident, is clearly liable to the law for
his malversation of the policy-holders'
money, and that immediate suit should
be begun against him, so that he should
not be allowed to leave for Europe, and
place himself beyond the reach of the
courts. The President of the company
replies that Justice Peckham shall have
no reason to find fault with his action.
The value of this letter of Justice
Peckham is that it clearly stamps the
unlawfulness of what McCurdy and
others of that ilk have claimed were at
the most but Irregularities, and within
the proper scope of their privileges. It
gives a much-needed admonition to in¬
surance oftleers everywhere to moderate
their greed If they would keep on the
safe side of the legal dead-line.

New York has begun active work on
the construction of its great $100,000,000
canal, and this without anv of the fuss
and trouble that accompanied the
inceDtion of the Panama Cinal nro1ec*»
The dirt is certain!v living betweer
Lake Erie and the Hudson, if uot be¬
tween the Atlantic aad paoiflo.

/
I

WB.'*T -VIRGINIA POLITICO
Senator 'Hfflrfns, of West Virginia. Is

an above-the-average good guesser. but
he occasionally misses. and his last miss
is very unfortunate, for it occurred with¬
in a year ofhis'coming up for re-elec¬
tion. He starte^ out last Summer with
the proposition that he was groins to
settle the railroad question, and called
his committee "together some months
before the opening of the session, with
the announcement that a bill would be
prepared that * Congress would pays
with some promptness, and thus get
the question out of the road early in
the session. < The Senator is charged
with being entirely too friendly to the
corporations, and his bill supported the
view that he was trying to fix up things
so as to shunt off the demand for rail¬
road regulation in the way that the
railroads would have it. He stuck firm¬
ly to his bill, until recently, when Gov.
Dawson, of his State, smoked him out
by a letter to Senator Tillman. Daw¬
son loves Elkins not, and is believed to
have aspirations for his seat. This
Dawson denies most positively, and as¬
serts that he proposes to serve as Gov¬
ernor until the end of his term. He
does not say, however, that he will not
support someone else for Elkins's seat,
or that he will not be a candidate at
the end of his Gubernatorial term.
Senator Elklns finds it very necessary
to square himself with the West Vir¬
ginians, and he comes out with an
avowal that he has been in accordance
with the President's views from the
very first, a thing which no one has
heretofore suspected. Senator Elkins
is notoriously hard to corner, but he
has evidently need of his utmost agility.
It is asserted that Representatives
Dovener, Gaines and Hughes have been
from the first opposed to Elkins's bill,
while Woodyard has supported it.

KXOX FOR PRESIDENT.
A formidable boom for Senator

Philander Q. Knox for President is
formally announced from Pittsburg,
and is said to have behind it unlimited
money, powerful corporations, a strong
political coalition, and the Leader, the
principal afternoon paper in Pittsburg.
The boom began with the coalition of
the Citizens and the Regular Republi¬
can factions in Pittsburg, which brings
in most of the leading politicians. The
Leader was bought and taken away
from the support of the Democratic
Reform candidate for Mayor, and the
Frick-Pennsylvania-Standard-Oil syn¬
dicate was brought into line. It is pro¬
posed to buy one of the big Philadel¬
phia dailies, and as Knox was In active
sympathy with the movement which
downed Israel W. Durham, the Boss of
Philadelphia; the new organization
there will co-operate with that In Pitts¬
burg to make Pennsylvania solid for
Knox. It is ai»o claimed that Cassatt,
Warrtman and Hill will actively sup¬
port him with their immense influence.
President Roosevelt's selection of Knox
to represent him in railroad legislation
has given hi« boom great assistance.

Pennsylvania has had man/ candi¬
dates, but not a. President since James
Buchanan was elected Just 50 years
ago. Since that time Illinois has had
one, Indiana' one, Ohio four, and New
York three. ,t7, . ,,

Senator Knox is a very able man, and
would make a good President, but the
array of forces behind his candidacy is
not such as would seem to commend it
to the people.

(iEBJIASVM DESrEXT FROM THE
PERCH* <

The funniest event fn diplomacy of
recent years is the way that Germany's
bluff of a tariff war was called. Ger¬
many started out with a great deal of
trumpeting through the press as to her
dire intents with regard to American
products, and after March 1, we were

going to suffer terrible injuries to our

trade with that country, owing to the
fact that she had determined to put us

out of the favored Nation class. She
had concluded treaties with Italy, Aus¬
tria and Russia which gave them de¬
cided advantages, and we would be left
shivering in the cold. For once the
exporters in our own country refused
to be terrified and laughed at Germany's
threats. The only people who seemed
to be scared were Secretary Root and
some other members of the Cabinet
The Senate stood very pat, and refused
Mr. Root's overtures for a modification
of our tariff laws. It even threatened
telaliation, and had several bills in stew
to impose punitive duties upon goods
coming from a country which discrim¬
inated against American products. Mr.
Root was reluctantly compelled to con¬

vey to the German Chancellory his in¬
ability to help them, and they must
prepare for the worst. Now the Ger¬
man Chancellory is trying to find some

way to save its face and climb down off
the perch. As The National Tribune
has said, the products which we sell to
Germany are sold at a very low margin
oif profit, and they cannot be procured
from any other Nation as good in qual¬
ity and as cheap. Germany has been
trying to buy elsewhere for years, and
has done our products all the damage
that she possibly could, with the result
of a failure hx her efforts. She can no¬
where get ap g<}od cotton, lard, pork,
wheat, flour,; etc., as from America. On
the other hand, the sells us an immense
amount of high-priced goods upon
which she makes an enormous profit.
A little disturbance of this trade will
cuuse our merchants to seek to obtain
them from England and France to the
Kreat detriment of the German manu¬
facturers of J wines, aniline colors, cot¬
ton goods, etc.t> etc. Therefore, she
stunds to lo«e mtich and we nothing in
any fight that she may precipitate. Her
threatened tariff, war was therefore a
very transparent bluff, and does not in¬
crease her prestige in diplomacy.

The reports from Atlanta say that
the Confederate veterans attempted to
have a Confederate flag wrapped
around Joe Wheeler's coffin as it was
placed in the grave, but the War De¬
partment would not permit this, and
the Stars and Stripes lay on the coffin.
It looks singular that there should be
such a request made by reasonable men.
If Gen. Wheeler was buried as an
officer of the United States Army it
was unreasonable to the last degree to
expect that the flag around the remains
should be that which had been in bitter
rebellition against the Government
There was room for but one Flag and
that was the Flag under wh'ch he was
atrving when he died.

TUB RAH.WAT BATE H.f»
The Hepburn BUI has not* been be¬

fore the Senate Committee for nearly
two weeks, during which time it has
been a matter of tremulous interest to
the Committee and the Senators. A11
of the Senators have views more or less
pronounced as to what legislation is
needed, but thev are expressing these
views with considerable care and an
eve at once upon the White House and
the country. The look toward the
White House is probably the more in¬
tense. since there ie a growing convic¬
tion that the President's position is a
certain index of the popular feeling.
The present alignment seems to be on
the question of revision, and upon this
there is a well-defined demarcation in
the Committee, and it looks as if this
would extend to the Senate and be the
line of battle there. The railroads seem
to be fighting for what Is termed the
Review Amendment. That is. that the
courts shall be authorized to review the
decision of t'*e Interstate Commerce
Commission, and suspend such order
until it can be thoroughly examined.
There is no provision for a review In
the Hepburn Bill, but the supporters of
that bill have contended that such a
power resided in the courts without anv
specification. It was something Inher¬
ent in our form of Government. Everv
man or corporation has. in the ~nrx na¬
ture of things, a right to appeal to the
court against anything which he con-i
slders uniust. The railroads Insist that
the right to appeal shall be actualU
stated In the bill, and there probably
will be an accession to this demand,
with the President consenting and se¬
lecting Senator Knox to -write the
amendment. This is a verv delicate
matter, as the opponents of the review
clause fear that it will be taken to pre¬
vent the operation of the order of the
Interstate Commerce Commission until
the time has passed for which relief
was asked. For example. It mav be all-
important to rush an immense lot of
wheat to market to meet some emer¬
gency. or the same mav be true v.

regard to cotton or oigiron. The rail¬
road take* advantage of the needs of
the shippers to greatly raise the rates
The shippers appeal to the Interstate
Commerce Commission for a modifica¬
tion of the rate, and the Commlssio
issues the required order, to which tb
railroad replies bv an appeal to the
court suspending Commission's ac¬
tion. Before the courts can act upon
the matter the emergency mav ha'«
passed, the demand for those goods ha
been filled, the railroads have been vic¬
torious in exacting the rates and r

hippers have been mulcted. This fs
what the anti-reviewists seek to gua»*''
against. Any poll of the Senate will
-cgard to a measure before that bod
must alwavs be received with the great¬
est caution, but the following is giv
out as the most likely way in which t!
Senators st<nd at present:
For review.Messrs. Aldrich. Alger.

Allee. Ankenv. Brandegee. Bulkeley.
I-turkett. Burnham. Burrows. Carter.
Crane. Depew. Dick. Dillingham. Dry-
den. Elkins. Flint. Foraker. Fulton.
Frve. Gallinger. Hale. Hansbrough.
Hevburn. Hopkins. Kean. Kittredge.
Knox. Lodge. Penrose. Perkins. Piles.
Piatt, Proctor, Scott, Spooner, Warren
and Wetmore.a total of 38. and all
Republicans.
Against review.Messrs. Bacon. Bail¬

ey. Berry. Blackburn. Carmack. Clanp.
('lark of Montana. Clarke of Arkansas.
Clay. Culberson. Cullom. Daniel. Dolli-
ver. Dubois. Frazier. Gearin. Gorman.
La Follette. Latimer. McCrearv. McLau-
rin. Mallorv. Money. Nelson. Newlands.
Overman. Patterson. Ravner. Simmons.
Stone. Taliaferro. Teller and Tillman.a
total of 33. and all Democrats except
Messrs. Clapp. Cullom. Dolllver. La
Follette and Nelson. Republicans.
Doubtful.Messrs. Allison. Beveridge.

Clark of Wvomlne. Foster. Gamble.
Hemenwav. Long. Martin. McCumber.
McEnerv. Millard. Morgan. Nixon. Pet-
tus. Smoot. Sutherland and Warner.a
total of 17. and all Republicans except
Messrs. Foster. Martin. McEnerv. Mor¬
gan and Pettus. Democrats.

INSANE ASYLUM SCANDAL.
A committee of the Washington

Medico-Legal Society has been Investi¬
gating the conditions at St. Elizabeth's
Insane Hospital, near Washington, and
has presented a most startling report,
which will be brought to the Presi¬
dent's attention. There are about 2,500
patients in the asvlum. of whom nearly
one-half are old soldiers and sailors.
The committee finds, in the first place
that it is the practice to put these vet¬
erans in the hospital upon a mere re-
uuest from the Governor of a Home
which mav be 1.000 miles awav. and
that when there thev are denied all
opportunity to prove their sanitv. Thev
mav be. in fact, immured for life. The
larger part of the veteran's pension 1?
taken awav from him. and if he ever
succeeds in getting discharged h«. is
penniless. He is put in poor quarter^
and fed with verv inferior food, whlb
the best rooms and the best food an
reserved for the pay patients, who arf
frequently relatives of Government offi¬
cers and clerks who pay no taxes to
support the ins^tution. One of th<
worst features is what the inmates cal
the bull-pen. but is ofllciallv known a.-
Atkln's Hall, which is a triangular in-
closure of about three acres, of whic'
one-half is occupied bv buildings. It is
surrounded by a brick wall and a high
paling fence. Some of the men con¬
fined there have been there for a decade.
No occupation is given them, nothlne
to divert or stimulate their minds, and
they are rigidly disciplined. There are
no special diets furnished for cases
needing them, but a11 have the same
monotonous fare of corned beef, sweet
potatoes, etc. One veteran was found
who has been in the bull-pen for seven
or eight years, during which time his
pension has heen taken for the hospi¬
tal, but he has been allowed $1 a week
for cutting all the wood and carrying
all the coal required by the bakery.
He works all day long. Winter and
Summer, and does about as much as
two laborers should do. It is not said
that he is insane, but the Superintend¬
ent is afraid that "if released evil-
minded persons might Impose upon
him."
The Committee severely criticises the

general management of the Asylum, its
frequent cruel treatment of the pa¬
tients. and its utter lack of progress In
methods to keep abreast of the times.
There Is no segregation of the patient
into suitable groups, and criminals a-
put in among the honorably-discharged
soldiers and sailors. The manager of
the Insane Hospital. Dr. W. A. White,
professes Indifference to the report, de¬
nies all brutality, and says that he will
welcome an Investigation even by Con¬
gress. One is pretty sure to be made,
and that very soon.

Admiral Rojestvensky makes a novel
defense for his defeat, in which he says
virtually that the universal corruption
in Russia was responsible. Thieves
built and equipped his vessels with in¬
ferior guns, plates and ammunition. The
plates were cracked even when the Jap¬
anese shells exploded near them and
opened great leaks. If the Admiral's
explanation Is only partially true, it
gives a revelation of a deeper corrup¬
tion la Russian official circles than has
ever been alleged.

TiUl.MXG GOVKHVOH*.

The election of Claude A. Swanson
as Governor of Virginia if another in¬
dication of the excellence of the House
of Representative.* as a training-school
for Governors. Mr. Swanson had been
10 years in the House before lie was

put in nomination for Governor. Proc¬
tor Knott's Duluth speech made him
Governor of Kentucky: James K.
Campbell and William McKinley wore

translated from Congress to the Gov-'
ernorship of Ohio: Govs. Stone and
Dockery of Missouri. Gov. Odell of New
York. Gov. Stone of Pennsylvania. Govs.
Sayres and I^anham of Texas, and Gov.'
Blanchard of Louisiana, all had similar
promotion. The House of Representa¬
tives is a most unusual body, and does
not have its peer in ability anywhere
in the world. Even the English Hous**
of Commons, which stands at the head
of representative bodies of Europe, is
far below It in the average of ability:
for while there are many men of the
highest grade of intellect in the House
o. Commons, there are a great many
others who are mediocre to a degree
which is below the level of the men se¬

lected in America. At present each
man In the House represents about
200,000 people, and outside of the
South the competition for the nomina¬
tion and election Is always very sharp,
and so much so as to prevent the selec¬
tion of anybody but men of quite mark¬
ed ability and force. Service in the
House tends strongly to broaden n
man's mind, give him a comprehensive
grasp of public affairs and to fit him
for the proper administration of a great
State.

FOR AX IKCHI&A8KD H 4TK.
Col. W. L. Currv. the active and effi¬

cient Commissioner of Soldiers' Claims
of Ohio, is alwavs on the lookout for
some way to benefit the veterans and
their widows. He has started the circu¬
lation of a petition anion? the veteran?
of the Union army. Soanish War. the
Ladles' Auxiliary oreanizations and thr
citizens of Franklin County to sup¬
port the efforts of Representative
E. L. Taylor in securing the pas-
tive E. L. Taylor in securing the Das-
sage of bills favor'. veterans, aru"
especially one amending the act of June
27. 1890. to increase the rate of widows'
pensions from $8 to 112 a month, to
errant pensions to widows who haw
married since the enactment of said
law. and to raise the income to which
the widows are entitled from $250 u
$300 a year. The petitions are being
numerously tinned all over Franklir
County, which comprises Mr. Taylor's
district.

SUBSIDIZING THE PRESS.
Mr. Robert Kissick, Oskaloosa, Iowa,

has a big reform in mind upon which
he is stirring up Congress and public
opinion. It is that the Representatives
of the people should not "subsidize"
the press by having editors appointed
Postmasters. He says:
"The press in this way is shorn of

much of its real power in its capacity
as a 'public servant' of the people, and
instead of exerting its power for good,lends its influence, in perhaps many
cases, to the building up of political
machines. In the selfish interests of in¬
dividuals, regardless of the rights of the
people. Certainly this is not in the in¬
terests of good Government. Unques¬tionably, an untrammelled and inde¬
pendent press, though a party press, is
a necessity in a Government like ours.
Without such a press, it is evident that
inefficiency and rottenness In govern¬
mental affairs will not be exposed. Let
us then endeavor to have a pure and
free press."

This will strike all who are acquaint¬
ed with political conditions as exceed¬
ingly funny. An editor is not appointed
Postmaster in order to muzzle him, but
as a reward for his having been a
thick-and-thin champion of the Con¬
gressman who secured the place for
him. The editor who accepts a Post-
mastership or any other public office is
not usually much of an independent,
and there is no muzzling In his appoint¬
ment. He is simply getting paid for
past services. He is going to stick to
his party and to his political patron un¬
der all circumstances. The real muz¬
zling of the press is accomplished in
another and much more potential way.
It comes most frequently through the
advertising department, and this is so

gigantic in its effects as to make what
little control there is exercised in the
way of political patronage seem like
peanut business. An editor who accepts
an office usually does it at an expense
to his influence and prestige in his
community, that is not compensated for
by the salary that he gets. The editor
outside of office has always a great deal
more influence than the one In. Mr.
Kissick will find much more needed re¬
forms to which he can devote his atten¬
tion.

Representative Calderhead, of Kan¬
sas, is very earnest in his efforts to get
free alcohol for use in the arts. He be¬
lieves that not only will this be of the
greatest benefit to many industries
which will grow up here, instead of
being mainly carried on abroad, but
that it will help agriculture, in substi¬
tuting alcohol for many purposes for
which benzine and naphtha are now
employed. The French and Germans
are strongly fostering the use of alco¬
hol, in the interest of the potato grow¬
ers. Representative Calderhead's bill
is very simple, and after providing for
the use of untaxed alcohol In the arts,
leaves all the regulations for prevent¬
ing its becoming drinkable In the hands
of the Commissioner of Agi lculture.
Representatives Hill, of Connecticut;
Jones, of Washington; Roberts, of
Massachusetts, and Marshall, of North
Dakota, have similar bills before the
Committee.

_

THE PILOT KNOB BATTLEFIELD.
Representative Rhodes, of Missouri,

has introduced a bill setting aside 160
acres of land and appropriating $75,000
for its improvement as a National Park
to commemorate the sharp little battle
at Pilot Knob by Gen. Ewlng's forces
in 1864, which had so much to do with
defeating Price's raid into Missouri. The
ground will embrace old Fort David¬
son, where the most of the fighting
took place. The Government has al¬
ready a rifle range there known as the
Arcadia range and Grant Springs aud
the Grant Oak. Under the latter Gen.
Grant received his commission as a
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. It is
marked and around it are several can¬
non from the battlefield of Shlloh. There
is also a monument to Gen. Grant. The
Pilot Knob Memorial Association, of
which David Murphy, of St Louis, is
President, is deeply interested in the
matter and working hard to secure the
passage of the bilL

Some of the More Notable Pro*

ceedings of the Week.

Vaatp.
Monday. Feb. 12..The Senate list¬

ened t<» a carefully-prepared speech bj
Senator Ixtdge on the rnilroud-rati
question, and then adopted a radica
j«»int resolution presented by Senator
Tillman directing the Interstate n»m-
merce Commission to make a i igid in¬
vestigation of the alleged control by th*
I ennsylvania Railroad and its allies of
the coal output in Pennsylvania anc
u est Virginia and also of that rail
road's alleged control of other product!
shipped over Its lines.

It is thought that because of the fac
that Senator Tillman's resolution Is so
sweeping It will fail of accomplishing
anything of practical benefit. Whereas
if he had particularized a little more. h«
might have secured valuable informa¬
tion. as Congress Is in the humor to do
as he asked.

Hour,
During the consideration of District

business the whipping-p<»st bill was de¬
feat ed by 153 to 60.
A bill requiring the return of freight

rebates was passed.
Conferees on the urgent deficiency

mil were appointed.

t eb. 13..The Senate's session wai
taken up with a discussion of the *hip-
ping bill. Senators Allison and Spoonee
offering amendments, and Senator Gal-
.inger defending the measure

Mr. Halo reported the hazing bill an*
save notice that he would call it us
for hearing at an early date.
The Vice President announced that

Mr. McCreary will read Washington'#
Farewell Address on Feb. 22.

Representative Gillespie made an un¬
successful attempt to discharge the
committee having in charge his resolu¬
tion to look Into the cost to the Gov¬
ernment of transporting the mails. He
dso unsuccessfully tried to have spread
¦>n the record the grievances of the
bituminous coal people against the
Pennsylvania Railroad.
The fortifications appropriation hdl'

was considered most of the afternoon
Mr. W 11Mams filibustered on the motion
to adjourn, demanding a roll call.

Seaate.
Feb. 14..The Senate passed the ship

subsidy bill by a vote of 38 to 27 mem¬
bers. Five Republicans voted against
(he measure. Only one of several
amendments was agreed to that did
not meet the approval of the managers
of the bill.

8

Hons*.
The House passed the fortifications

bill.
Efforts to defeat the appropriation of

'rtoney for fortifications and naval sta¬
tions in the Philippine Islands werf
voted down.

Senate.
Feb. 15..Discussion of the Statehood

bill was begun in the Senate. Mr. Dick
opened the debate for the bill, and af¬
ter speaking an hour and a half an¬
nounced that he would finish his argu»
ment at the next session.

House.
The House again refused to consider

dr. Payne s bill to consolidate certair.
ustoms districts.
A bill was passed increasing the an¬

nual bonus granted by the Government
:.o the Agricultural Experiment Stations
in the various States and Territories.
The law as to American register at

foreign ships wrecked in American
waters was changed in a bill passed,
which requires a special act in each
-ase; reducing the amount of the re
pairs to 60 per cent, of the value of the
^hip and takes the matter out of the
hands of the Department of Commerce.

ReDresentative Waldo, of Brooklvn.
V. Y.. is devotine himself mainly to
iemonstrating that the Government can
better build its warships in its own
navv yards than let them out by con¬
tract. He has been collectin* data as
o the relative cost of the Connecticut,
building at the Brooklvn Navv Yard,
and the Louisiana, which is under con¬

struction at Newport News. He would
Ind out how much monev the private
concerns have been makinsr off of their
internment contracts. The main ob-
iect is to increase the work riven to
:":ie Brooklvn Navv Yard.

Sneator Elkinss bill provides that
whenever any rate, fare or charge bv
i common carrier shall be alleged to
>e unreasonable, the Interstate Cora-
tierce Commission shall have Dower,
tfter a hearing, to make an order modi¬
fying such rates, which order shall take
effect not less than 30 davs *»fter ser¬
vice uoon the carrier. The courts mav
.eview the order of the Commissi
md suspend its ooeration. If anv sec¬
tion of the bill is declared unconstitu¬
tional bv the Supreme Court, it shall
not affect other clauses in the bill. The
Elections to this bill are that it intro¬
duces a complicated system of litira*
?ion. which will practically defeat all
efforts to modify rates.

The President thinks that Alaska la
entitled to Territorial rights, and in
earnest of these has appointed Daniel
D. Pullen, of Skagway, Alaska, to a
cadetship at West Point. The law au¬
thorizes the appointment of one cadet
to West Point and one to Annapolis
from each Congressional District and
Territory, the same to be nominated by
the Representative from the District or
the Delegate from the Territory. There
is no Delegate from Alaska, and so the
President has asserted the rights of
Alaska by a personal appointment.

All that leaks out from Russia oi
real news indicates strongly the hope¬
lessness of any real revolution. A
delegation of peasants has been waiting
on the Czar and Count Witte. Thej
desire the distribution of lands and the
giving of a little farm to each man.
Count Witte insisted that they should
organize to buy the lands from theii
present owners on easy terms, with the
Government assisting, but the peasants
utterly declined this and Insisted upon
getting the lands for nothing, though
the Count pointed out to them that th«
public lands, great as were their extent
were ridiculously insufficient to mee
this demand. The Count tried to con¬
vince them how much better off thej
were than other countries, which ar«
ruled by Jewish bankers or other un¬
desirable forces, while they have ar

Emperor designated by Heaven a.ni
who ruled independent of any de
moralizing influence. All the greatnea
and happiness of Russia, he said, wer«
due to this unique position of theii
Emperor, and the peasants would en-
Joy no prosperity were it not for him
The revolutionists were trying to es
tablish a Government of Poles, Ar¬
menians and Jews, which would be ar
Intolerable tyranny. It will take cen¬
turies before there is sufficient develop
ment of intelligence in the Russians t«
make a popular Government possibiw


